
The Rhode Island Teacher-at-Sea (RITAS) Program is 
designed to establish sustainable partnerships between 
ocean scientists and researchers and teachers who live 
and teach in Rhode Island. The Office of Marine Programs 
(OMP) at the University of Rhode Island’s Graduate 
School of Oceanography (URI/GSO) administers the 
RITAS Program. Teachers selected for the RITAS Program 
will become part of a scientific research team conducting 
ocean science research cruise aboard the RV Endeavor. 

The duration of research experiences will be three days 
to three weeks, depending on the cruise. The cruises will 
cover all disciplines relevant to oceanography—biology, 
geology, chemistry, and physics, as well as archaeologi-
cal oceanography. As an educational component of 
the Rhode Island ENDEAVOR Program (RIEP), the RITAS 
Program is dependent each year upon the continued 
support from the State of Rhode Island.

Applications will be reviewed as received, and teachers 
selected as finalists will be contacted to determine if a 
match with a suitable scientific research team can be 
made and to arrange for an interview. Criteria for mak-
ing a match include the teacher’s background/areas of 
expertise and the scientific nature of a particular cruise; 
stated area(s) of interest; availability during the cruise 
dates; proposed plan for transfer of the research experi-
ence to the classroom; willingness to their experience 
with broader audiences; and compatibility of the teacher 
with the scientific research team, and vice versa. 

All RITAS Program applications will be maintained and 
considered for placement throughout the duration of 
the program. The majority of selected applicants will be 
science teachers, however, we welcome applicantions 
from teachers of all disciplines.

Teachers-At-Sea participants are expected to:
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RHODE ISLAND TEACHER-AT-SEA PROGRAM

RHODE ISLAND TEACHER-AT-SEA PROGRAM
Research Experiences for Rhode Island Teachers aboard the

University of Rhode Island’s Research Vessel ENDEAVOR
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS



When submitting your application package, please 
arrange materials in the order listed in the following 

envelope. For ease of processing, do not staple, bind, or 

with normal margins and spacing for typed materials. 

Mail or deliver your completed application package to:
 

Application Package Checklist 

❏ Completed Teacher Information Form and           
Statement of Understanding

❏ An updated curriculum vitae or detailed resume  

❏ Statement of Interest, Experience, and Qualifications
-

-

-

-

❏ Statement of Contribution

 
❏ Completed Principal Agreement and 
   Statement of Understanding

❏ Completed Superintendent Agreement and          
Statement of Understanding

❏ Principal’s Letter of Recommendation and Support

Doctor’s Statement, Emergency Contact Information,                 
and Release Forms

This Request for Applications for the Rhode Island 
Teacher-at-Sea Program is dependent on the continued 
support from the State of Rhode Island for the Rhode Is-

Applications will be reviewed as received. All applica-
tions will be considered for placement as a Teacher-at-
Sea throughout the duration of the program.

RHODE ISLAND TEACHER-AT-SEA PROGRAM
APPLICATION GUIDELINES 

RHODE ISLAND TEACHER-AT-SEA PROGRAM



RHODE ISLAND TEACHER-AT-SEA PROGRAM

TEACHER INFORMATION FORM AND STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING

RITAS applicant name: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Birthdate: _____________________      Gender:  ❏ male  ❏ female     If selected, Social Security # will be requested.  

Preferred email address : _____________________________________________________

Preferred mailing address:   ❏ school   ❏ home          U.S. citizen?  ❏ yes    ❏ no          U.S. passport?  ❏ yes ❏ no

Home mailing address:  __________________________________________________________________________________

Home phone: ________________________________     Home fax (if applicable):  _________________________________  

School name: _______________________________________________ District:  ___________________________________

School mailing address: __________________________________________________________________________________

School phone: _______________________________     School fax:  _____________________________________________

School setting:   ❏ urban    ❏ suburban   ❏ rural                        School type:  ❏ public   ❏ private    ❏ parochial

Number of years teaching experience: ______  Number of years you have taught at your current school:  __________

Area(s) of certification:  __________________________________________________________________________________

Degree(s) earned:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

 Subject(s) and grade levels(s) you currently teach and description of other school responsibilities:  ________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have access to videoconferencing equipment  ❏ yes  ❏ no   or a speakerphone  ❏ yes  ❏ no   at your school? 

Dates during coming summer when you are NOT available:  _________________________________________________

Dates during coming school year when you are NOT available: _______________________________________________    

STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING
RITAS PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS AGREE TO:

-
ence in your school and community.

-
eras will be made available). As requested, provide daily cruise logs/photos to be posted to the RV Endeavor website.

 
I have read and fully understand the above commitments and, if selected, intend to fully comply. 

Signature_____________________________________________________________   Date _____________________________



RHODE ISLAND TEACHER-AT-SEA PROGRAM

PRINCIPAL AGREEMENT AND STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING

RITAS applicant name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

The principal’s separate Letter of Recommendation and Support should address the RITAS Program Applicant’s:

 

Principal’s name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Principal’s preferred email address:  ______________________________________________________________________

School name: _________________________________________________________________________________________

School mailing address:  ________________________________________________________________________________

School web address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________

School phone: _______________________________________     School fax:  ____________________________________

STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING

PRINCIPAL AGREES TO:

release time for the teacher for the duration of the research experience if the RV Endeavor cruise in which the 
teacher participates is scheduled during the school year. 

-
rience with others in the school district.

I have read and fully understand the above commitments and intend to fully comply if the RITAS applicant 
is selected to participate as a Teacher-at-Sea for an RV Endeavor research experience.

Signature ___________________________________________________     Date  __________________________________



RHODE ISLAND TEACHER-AT-SEA PROGRAM

SUPERINTENDENT AGREEMENT AND STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING

RITAS applicant name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

The RITAS applicant has worked ______ years as a teacher in our school district.

This RITAS applicant will be employed full time for the coming school year in our district.   ❏ yes    ❏ no

Superintendent’s name:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Superintendent’s preferred email address:  ________________________________________________________________

School district: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Superintendent’s mailing address:  _______________________________________________________________________

School district web address:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Superintendent phone: _______________________________________     Superintendent fax:  _____________________

STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING

SUPERINTENDENT AGREES TO:

release time for the teacher for the duration of the research experience if the RV 
Endeavor cruise in which the teacher participates is scheduled during the school year. 

with others in the school district.

I have read and fully understand the above commitments and intend to fully comply if the RITAS applicant 
is selected to participate as a Teacher-at-Sea for an RV Endeavor research experience.

Signature ___________________________________________________     Date  __________________________________


